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MALAPPURAM: Twenty-six bags of banned tobacco products were seized at Kolathur near Perinthalmanna on Thursday.

Police have arrested four in connection with the incident. Police seized the lorry carrying tobacco products from Mysore to a

wholesale vegetable shop in Kolathur, around 10am. Police found tobacco products worth Rs 10 lakh hidden inside the

vegetable bags. The arrested were identified as Abdul nasar (40) of Kodur, Mujeeb Rahman (35) of Kalikavu, Yusuf (40) of

Melmuri and Muhammed Ayoob (30) of Chattiparamb in the district. The owner of the  is absconding

and the police have already started search for him.

Police said the banned products were brought to be supplied in various parts of Malappuram and Ernakulam districts. "We

suspect active role of a racket in the smuggling," said police. Ever since the ban on the manufacture, storage, distribution and

sale of chewable forms of tobacco such as gutka and pan masala was announced in the state, trains and buses from

neighbouring states have been used to smuggle these products.

Recently, banned tobacco products worth Rs 1 crore were seized from . The arrested have been produced

in court. The seized tobacco would be destroyed, said police.
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