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West Bengal empowers
headmasters of educational
institutions to penalise tobacco
selling In their vicinity

The West Bengal government has instructed all the educational institutions in the state to
impose a penalty up to Rs 200 on any individual selling tobacco products within or 100
yards away from its premises.
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Kolkata: The West Bengal government has instructed all the educational institutions in the
state to impose a penalty up to Rs 200 on any individual selling tobacco products within or
100 yards away from its premises.

In a directive issued last week, the state's education department empowered headmasters
of schools and principals of colleges to impose a fine of up to Rs 200 on people indulging
in such acts.

"We have sent a circular to all schools and colleges in the state and requested the heads
of the institutions to impose fine on anyone violating the Supreme Court order in 2008,"
state education minister Partha Chatterjee said on Monday.
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The educational institutions have also been directed to submit an undertaking to the
inspectors to declare it tobacco-free, the minister said.

"We want the heads of the educational institutions to ensure that nobody is smoking or
chewing tobacco or tobacco products inside the premises. Not only this, they must ensure
that there is no evidence of cigarette or bidi butts, tobacco sachets or spitting marks
there," Chatterjee said.

The heads of the institutions have also been directed to put up 'no smoking area' signages
near the entrance and within 100 yards of its periphery.

In its communication, the department has also banned smoking or lighting smokeless
cigarettes inside hostels and canteens run by the institutions, a senior officer said adding,
the direction also holds true for private institutions.

A recent study had revealed that several shops were selling tobacco products within yards
of reputed schools and colleges in Kolkata in violation of the Cigarettes & Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA).

The study, conducted by an NGO 'Sambandh Health Foundation' last month, surveyed 25
educational institutions (21 schools and four colleges) in the city and found 17 (68 per
cent) were having such shops in nearby areas.

The Centre had enacted the COTPA in 2003 to prohibit smoking in public places (Section
4) and sale of cigarette or any other tobacco products to anyone below 18 years of age
and in an area within a radius of 100 yards of any educational institution (Section 6).
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WHO tobacco control report: How dangerous is
second-hand smoke?

Second-hand tobacco consumption leads to the death of an estimated 1.3 million non-
smokers, including infants and children, globally, as per the latest WHO report. It also says
that India’s Bengaluru has been successful in reducing smoking in public places by 27 per
cent
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World's First: Canada asks cigarette companies to
put health warning on individual cigarettes

Warnings such as "poison in every puff" and "cigarettes cause impotence” will be
prominently displayed on cigarette packaging
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'Mamata Banerjee has done nothing for West
Bengal, just 'steals' Central schemes': Suvendu
Adhikari

Suvendu Adhikari said the monsoon session of the West Bengal Assembly was convened
in a 'whimsical manner' without consulting the opposition from 24 July and after the ruling
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Bhattacharya, 79, is likely to undergo a few
tests to ascertain whether he has developed
any further infection, a senior doctor of the
hospital where the former CM is undergoing
treatment said
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mother, identified as Sathi, and the woman
who bought the baby, identified as Priyanka
Ghosh. However, the father of the baby,
Jaydev, remains at large
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related complaints from people in districts
during the recently held panchayat elections.
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A National Commission for Women (NCW)
team, led by Chairperson Rekha Sharma,
has reached Kolkata to investigate the
horrific case of a woman who was brutally
assaulted, molested, and paraded naked by
TMC 'goons' in Panchla area of Howrah
district during panchayat polls
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