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Study Identifies Oral Cancer Causing-
chemical in Smokeless Tobacco
by VR Sreeraman on April 28, 2012 at 8:08 AM
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A research in the US has, for the first time, identified a

specific oral cancer-causing chemical in smokeless

tobacco products, such as 'gutka' and similar products. 

Dr. Silvia Balbo of the Masonic Cancer Center at the

University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, US, found after a

study on rats that smokeless tobacco products contain a

strong oral carcinogen -- a chemical called (S)-N'-nitrosonornicotine, or (S)-NNN.
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E-cigarettes Â– To Smoke Or Not To Smoke?
The e-cigarette company in India, STEAMZ gives reasons for promoting e-cigarettes as

opposed to conventional cigarettes with tobacco.

Advertisement

Dr. K.R. Thankappan, professor and head, Achutha Menon Centre for Health Science Studies in

Thiruvananthapuram, said though this study is yet to be translated on humans, it is a definite

pointer to the grave risk that use of smokeless tobacco products poses to health. 

"Oral cancer can be extremely debilitating and the use of smokeless tobacco that is fast gaining

popularity among Kerala youth should be controlled through strict legislative measures," said

Thankappan. 

Why smoking can kill you
Every cigarette you smoke is causing irreversible damage to your body; slowly killing you

from the inside. It also endangers those around you, your family and children.

Advertisement

According to a recent study in Kerala, 10.7 percent of adult Malayali users are hooked to

smokeless tobacco. 

https://www.medindia.net/news/interviews/e-cigarettes-to-smoke-or-not-to-smoke-77819-1.htm?utm_source=medindia&utm_medium=newsrelatedwidget&utm_content=&utm_campaign=relatedtopics
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<< NephroPlus Plans to Set Up 100 Dialysis
Centers Across Indi...

Binge Drinking Increases Medical Costs for
Survivors of Bur... >>

Common Lifestyle Habits that Cause Diseases

Cigarette Smoking, Unhealthy Diets, Overuse Of Alcohol, And Physical Inactivity Are Some Of
The Most Common ...

P. Janardhana Iyer, honorary secretary, Regional Cancer Association and a well-known tobacco

control activist in Kerala said the sale and use of smokeless tobacco products should be

strongly discouraged. 

"This (US) study and the example set by Madhya Pradesh which has banned such products

indicate the great dangers that these products pose to the society, particularly to the vulnerable

young population," said Iyer. 

Incidentally, Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy had last year written to Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh requesting him to ban tobacco products in the country through a legislation. 

The Kerala government has extended the ban on sale of tobacco products within a radius of 400

meters around educational institutions, thus extending the scope of Section 6(b) of Cigarettes

and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and

Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act 2003.

Source: IANS
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Dental Check-Up

It Is Commonly Recommended That You Visit The Dentist Twice A Year To Clean Your Teeth
And Gums And Also Do ...

Head and Neck Cancers

Head And Neck Cancers Usually Occur In The Squamous Cells Lining The Moist, Mucosal
Surfaces Inside The Head ...

Health Benefits of Dandelion Plant

What Is Dandelion? Dandelion Greens Are Nutrition Powerhouses With A Wide Range Of Health
Benefits. Dandelion ...

Oral Cancer

Oral Cancer

Oral Cancer Is A Cancer That Develops In Any Part Of The Mouth. It Is More Common In Men
Over 40.

Smoking And Tobacco

Encyclopedia Section Of Medindia Briefs You About The History Of Tobacco

Tattoos A Body Art



Tattoos Are A Rage Among College Students Who Sport It For The Â‘Cool DudeÂ’ Or Â‘Cool
BabeÂ’ Look

Fighting Metastasis in Cancer Treatment

Newly Introduced Drug Aims To Tackle Cancer By Preventing Metastasis, And Therapy
Resistance, Thereby Curbing Patient Mortality.

Sharp Decline in Early-Stage Cancer Diagnoses in the U.S.

After The Emergence Of COVID-19 In The U.S. In March 2020, The Number Of Diagnoses
For All Stages Experienced A Significant Decrease.

How Outdoor Air Pollution May Increase Prostate, Colorectal
Cancers' Risk?

Communities With Elevated Average BMI Levels May Encounter A Disproportionately
Higher Risk Of Cancer Due To Exposure To NO2.

Lung Cancer Patients' Survival May Affect by Wildfire Exposure

Identification Of Medically High-Risk Populations, Such As Lung Cancer Patients Is
Important For Natural Disaster Preparedness And Response Efforts.

Latest Cancer News



Lactate Metabolism: A Hope to Cure Cancer?

Developing Cancer Therapeutics By Focusing On The Regulation Of Lactate Metabolism.
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