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15 Lakh Seized Cigarettes Worth Rs 1 Crore To Go Up In Smoke!
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was after the DRI permitted the customs commissioner in Kandla on November 22, 2012, to consider the provisional release of

the stock. Also, it was only after three years that the department got a no-objection certificate from DRI to auction the
cigarettes. It was only after several reminders that on March 10, 2016, the DRI gave the go-ahead to dispose the
cigarettes.The lethargic approach of the agencies in dealing with such perishable goods was exposed in the report of Director
General of Inspections, customs, central tax, western regional unit, Mumbai. According to the draft disposal manual issued by
the Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC), the “fit for smoking' certificate is mandatory before disposal of the

confiscated cigarettes.
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officer refused to certify saying that there is no provision of aFit for ConsumptionDisposala certificate for tobacco products

from each stick and then the stock is burnt. There is a detailed government of India guideline to destroy tobacco products,a

said a senior customs department official.
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