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PATNA: National president of  (CAS), T P Sinha, and its vice-president, Dr A A Hai, on Monday urged the people

not to use , at least on November 7 observed as the Pledge Day every year. Sinha said about 2 crore students of 2.50 lakh schools

across the state would take the pledge that they would never consume tobacco and its products. They would also take the pledge to

persuade their family members to stop using tobacco and its products, Sinha said. Dr Hai said 53.3% of the state population use tobacco and

its products. The state government's decision to observe Pledge Day and ban on sale of gutka in the state would help bring down their

consumption to 35% (national average) in next three years. State  president Dr A K Thakur and its vice-president Dr Sahjanand Prasad

Singh hoped the state would become tobacco free some day. IMA national chapter member Captain DVS Singh lauded the state government

for its decision while Red Cross Society chairman, Dr Vinita Prasad, said the decision would help in reducing the number of cancer patien ts

in the state every year.
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