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Madhya Pradesh bans gutkha and other chewing tobacco products
Licences of two gutkha manufacturing companies were cancelled in March

By Sonal Matharu
Published: Tuesday 03 April 2012

 

Concerned over increasing cases of mouth cancer in the state, the Madhya Pradesh government
has banned all chewing tobacco products like gutkha from April 1. In three days tobacco worth over
Rs 38 lakh and 26 lakh pouches was confiscated. 

Earlier in March, health minister Narottam Mishra had announced in the state assembly that
licences of two gutkha manufacturing companies, Rajshree gutkha and Guru gutkha, had been
cancelled and no new company making chewing tobacco would be allowed to set base in the state. 

“This step has been taken for the benefit of the people. We were getting a lot of complaints
informing us about the ill effects of gutkha,” Mishra says.

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), the apex body to ensure food quality in the
country, under its Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regulations,
2011 restricts the use of products that contain any substance which may be injurious to health.
“Tobacco and nicotine shall not be used as ingredients in any food products,” it says.

‘Food’ under the regulations is defined as a substance whether processed, partially processed or
unprocessed, which is intended for human consumption. ‘Ingredient’ means any substance,
including a food additive used in the manufacture or preparation of food and present in the final
product, possibly in a modified form. As per these definitions it is illegal to produce and sell
products like gutkha and other such items containing nicotine and tobacco. 

These definitions under the Act are, however, contested by the smokeless tobacco industry and a
case is ongoing in the Supreme Court. 

“Smokeless tobacco is regulated under Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
advertisement and regulation of trade and commerce, production, supply and distribution) Act
(COTPA), 2003. The smokeless tobacco companies are paying tax on their products as a tobacco
product and not as a food product. This ban on gutkha is totally illegal. The MP government cannot
ban tobacco under an Act meant to regulate food products,” says Sanjay Bechan, executive director,
Smokeless Tobacco Federation (India), an association of smokeless tobacco producing companies.
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We have called for a meeting and will soon decide our move, he adds.

Despite the dispute, the MP government said it would go ahead with the ban. All district collectors
in Madhya Pradesh have been asked to follow the regulation by FSSAI and conduct raids and seize
all chewing tobacco products. If any person is found selling gutkha, the food and drug
commissioners in the state can impose a penalty of Rs 25,000 for first offence and up to Rs 1 lakh
for subsequent offences. 

“By banning gutkha, the MP government has demonstrated tremendous commitment towards
safeguarding the health of people of India and protecting the masses, especially the youth from the
growing menace of tobacco addiction. This is praiseworthy and will go a long way in saving lakhs of
lives and reducing government expenditure on treating tobacco-related diseases,” says Bhavna
Mukhopadhyay, executive director, Voluntary Health Association of India, a non-profit. 

According to the National Cancer Registry Programme of the Indian Council of Medical Research, in
2010, MP had 35,000 oral cancer cases. As per the Global Adult Tobacco Survey released in 2010,
31 per cent of the population aged 15 years and above uses chewing tobacco in the state. 

On the revenue the state government will lose due to this step, Pankaj Shukla, chief medical officer
(health) and food safety officer, Bhopal says, “The money government spends on treating oral
cancer patients exceeds the revenue earned from chewing tobacco companies.” 

However, there is no ban on the sale of pan masala, which does not contain tobacco.

India has the highest prevalence of oral cancer globally with 75,000 to 80,000 new cases of oral
cancers each year.
 

Web Specials  Web Specials  Web Specials  Voluntary Health …  Smokeless Tobacco …

Rajshree Gutkha  oral cancer  National Cancer …  
Madhya
Pradesh  

Indian Council of
…

Gutkha  Guru Gutkha  Global Adult Tobacco …  Food Safety And …  Food Safety And …

Food Safety And …  Chewing tobacco products

Subscribe to Daily Newsletter :

Email

Subscribe

 SUPPORT US

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/web-specials
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/web-specials
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/web-specials
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/voluntary-health-association-of-india
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/smokeless-tobacco-federation-india
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/rajshree-gutkha
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/oral-cancer
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/national-cancer-registry-programme
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/madhya-pradesh
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/indian-council-of-medical-research
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/gutkha
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/guru-gutkha
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/global-adult-tobacco-survey
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/food-safety-and-standards-authority-of-india-fssai
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/food-safety-and-standards-authority-of-india-fssai
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/food-safety-and-standards-authority-of-india-fssai
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/tag/chewing-tobacco-products
https://www.instamojo.com/downtoearth/donation-for-cse-fa166/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/forests
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/health
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/cartoon
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/reviews
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/interviews
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/honeyfraud


© Copyright Down To Earth 2023. All rights reserved.

    

READ 2 COMMENTS  POST A COMMENT

DownToEarth
Down To Earth is a product of our commitment to make changes in the way we manage our environment, protect health and secure livelihoods and economic
security for all. We believe strongly that we can and must do things differently. Our aim is to bring you news, perspectives and knowledge to prepare you to
change the world. We believe information is a powerful driver for the new tomorrow.

प�दषूण  ऊजा
  जल  जलवाय ुपिरवत
न  प�ाकृितक आपदा  कृिष  नदी  फूड

अथ
�यव�था  
व�य जीव एवं जैव

िविवधता  िवकास  �व#छता  �वा�%य  िव&ान  मौसम

Quick Links

 India   World   Climate Change   Food   Health   Water   Agriculture

 News  
 In -

Depth   DTE Blogs   Videos   Photo Gallery  
 Focus

Tag   DTE Photo Library  

Publications

 About Us   Author Directory  
 Blogger

Directory   Contact Us  
 Privacy

Policy  
 Terms and

Conditions  

 Refunds & cancellations policy

 

 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/india
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/world
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/climate-change
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/food
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/health
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/water
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/agriculture
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/coverage
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/video
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/gallery
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/focus
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/gallery/gallerylisting
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/books
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/page/about-us-50353
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/author
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blogger
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/page/contact-us-50474
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/page/privacy-policy-58272
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/page/terms-and-conditions-58271
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/page/refunds-and-cancellations-policy-58534
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/pollution
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/energy
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/water
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/climate-change
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/natural-disasters
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/agriculture
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/river
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/food
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/economy
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/wildlife-biodiversity
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/development
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/sanitation
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/health
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/science
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/hindistory/weather
https://www.facebook.com/down2earthindia
https://twitter.com/@down2earthindia
https://www.instagram.com/dtemagazine/

	Madhya Pradesh bans gutkha and other chewing tobacco products
	By Sonal Matharu
	Published: Tuesday 03 April 2012

	DownToEarth
	Quick Links



