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GURGAON: The ban on hookah bars in Gurgaon, Faridabad and Panchkula five months ago might not have gone down well with many

youngsters, but the World Health Organisation ( ) now wants all other states, including Delhi, to do the same. In a recent meeting on

â Tobacco Control Actâ , the multilateral agency had appreciated the statewide campaign undertaken by the Haryana government in the last

two months of 2011. National professional officer of Tobacco Free Initiative (WHO) in India, , said the campaign to prohibit

the use of nicotine in hookah bars has been very effective. She said similar campaigns should be started in other metropolitan cities where

more youths have started visiting hookah bars. In fact, early this month, a similar campaign was launched in Mumbai and several young men

and women were asked to empty such bars. Taking a step ahead to continue the campaign despite reports of several business entities trying

to resume the operation of the hookah bars, the government has constituted a state-level task force under the chairmanship of chief

secretary. Similar committees have been formed at the district level . â The task force keeps vigil on the activities of the bars by conducting

raids frequently. Besides, legal action was also being taken against the owners of the bars for violating the norms,â  an official statement said.

The Gurgaon district administration had banned all hookah bars invoking Section 144 of the CrPC. The administration had claimed that

hookah bars were serving tobacco molasses containing nicotine which is injurious to health, especially to â college students and youthsâ .

There were close to 60 hookah bars in the city. The district administration had swung in to action weeks after the stateâ s food and drugs

administration ( ) wing had conducted a series of raids on such bars in Gurgaon, Faridabad, Rohtak and Panipat, and had lifted 77

samples from these bars. However, itâ s not just hookah, which is posing greater health problem to youths in the state. The bigger problem is

consumption of tobacco by a large section of the stateâ s population. Addressing at the workshop, state director general of health services Dr

Narvir Singh said that till date 2,163 public places have been raided and 9,189 persons have been challaned for smoking in public places. A

fine of over Rs 6.21 lakh has been collected from them.
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