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Every year,  in

Bangalore gets about 1,200 new cases of  Related

.

Easy access to tobacco and its products and a lack of

awareness about their effects appear to have contributed to

this growth graph in Karnataka. A hospital registration based

study by the government-run Kidwai Memorial Institute of

Oncology (Kimo), which is updated every year, says about

Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology
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20.2% male cancer patients and 7.1% female cancer patients

treated at Kimo are found to be suffering from TRCs.

"We cannot blame the government for not banning the sale

of tobacco products in the state. We need to accept the fact

that products like gutka and khaini are accepted in society.

Unless there is mass awareness on the ill-effects of tobacco

and its related products, nothing will change. If we stop

using it, we don't need the government to ban the sale of

tobacco products," Dr M , , Kimo, told

TOI.

Both  and passive smoking can lead to lung cancer,

said Dr Vijayakumar. "The government must start educating

children in primary schools about the drawbacks of using

tobacco and its products. If the younger generations are

aware about the issue, there will be fewer TRC cases in

future."

Vijayakumar director

smoking
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Said leading oncologist UV : "The government

must make it compulsory to print a statutory message

about the side effects of consuming tobacco and its

products on the packet, in the regional language. This will

help the rural population understand. This message is

printed in tiny fonts in English, which is not understood by

rural people and they continue using tobacco products due

to many myths like it helps reduce dental pain."

COMMON CANCERS

Male: Lungs, oral cavity, pharynx, oesophagus, stomach

Female: Cervix, breast, ovary, oral cavity, oesophagus

MORTALITY RATE

TCR accounts for 40% cancer deaths in males in India

Tobacco usage among population aged 15 years and more:

47% in males; 14% in females

(Source: Kidwai Memorial study)

Vishal Rao
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