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Strict 'No' To Tobacco Advertisements In Kerala

Strict 'no' to tobacco
advertisements in Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 3 (IANS) Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy Thursday said
advertising of tobacco products would soon be banned in the state in keeping with Section
5 of the Indian Tobacco Control Act, 2003. Speaking to IANS, Chandy said he had not yet
heard of the directive that was reportedly sent by the union health secretary to all chief
secretaries in the states, seeking implementation of Section 5 of the Tobacco Control Act.
'If the directive has come, then no one need doubt that our government will take the
necessary steps to see that the rule is implemented in letter and spirit,' Chandy said
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 3 (IANS) Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy Thursday
said advertising of tobacco products would soon be banned in the state in keeping with
Section 5 of the Indian Tobacco Control Act, 2003.

Speaking to IANS, Chandy said he had not yet heard of the directive that was reportedly
sent by the union health secretary to all chief secretaries in the states, seeking
implementation of Section 5 of the Tobacco Control Act.
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Three years of National Education Policy 2020: How DU has re-crafted its curriculum
to create future-ready students

"If the directive has come, then no one need doubt that our government will take the
necessary steps to see that the rule is implemented in letter and spirit," Chandy said.

A top government source told IANS that the union health secretary's directive to this effect
had been received by the Kerala chief secretary.

Section 5 of the Tobacco Control Act restricts all forms of advertisement (direct,
indirect/surrogate), promotion and sponsorship of tobacco products. Section 6 of the Act
prohibits sale of tobacco products to those below 18 years of age.

"My government's policy is quite clear. We do not wish to do anything that will promote
tobacco products . We have already banned pan masala (a chewing mixture often
tobacco-laced) in the state. And now this directive will be implemented at the earliest,"
Chandy said.

Additional Director A.S. Pradeep Kumar of the state health services said children are most
affected by tobacco products. More than 30 percent of children in Kerala suffer from
respiratory diseases.

"Environmental tobacco smoke far exceeds the permissible levels in our state," said
Kumar.

The state recently announced that shops selling cigarettes cannot give matchboxes or
lighters to those looking to smoke up right there.

"After the rule came, I do not provide a matchbox or a lighter because the money I make
selling cigarettes in a week will disappear with the fine, if I am caught," a shopkeeper in
front of the state secretariat said.

A study conducted by the Achutha Menon Centre for Health Science Studies of the Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology here found that 59 percent of
diabetes patients in the state were also tobacco users.

The study found that 43.5 percent of smokers did not drink alcohol, and were categorised
as "exclusive smokers".
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India adopted unconventional approach to its G20
Presidency, says EAM Jaishankar
Stating that multiple challenges confront the G20 grouping, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said that India adopted an unconventional approach to its Presidency, making it
much more connected with people

Israeli deputy says normalisation with Saudis does
not appear imminent
U.S. President Joe Biden, having dispatched his national security adviser to Saudi Arabia
to discuss a possible normalisation deal with Israel that he deems a policy priority, said on
Friday that "there's a rapprochement maybe under way"

What PM Modi and Xi Jinping spoke about after
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shaking hands at G20 dinner in 2022
The Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday revealed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese president Xi Jinping had exchanged courtesies and spoke on the need to
stabilise the bilateral relations at a dinner during the G20 summit in Bali last year

‘Sex is cool, but Putin’s
death better': Russian
woman fined for text on
tote bag
The woman, identified as Aleksandra,
was requested to pay 30,000 rubles
(approximately 25,872 Rupees) on
grounds of 'discrediting' the Russian
military

Gyanvapi survey resumes
on day three, mosque
committee threatens
boycott over 'rumours'
Meanwhile, the Muslim party warned
that they would withdraw from the entire
process if there is any dissemination of
"rumors" suggesting the discovery of
Hindu religious symbols and artifacts

WhatsApp group admin
held in UP's Bhadohi for
derogatory comment
against CM Adityanath
Kotwali Police Station SHO Ajay Kumar
Seth said a comment against UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had gone viral
on social media on August 4

BJP MP from Etawah gets
2 yr jail for thrashing
Torrent staff, disqualified
The former Minister of State for Human
Resource Development, who now faces
disqualification from the Lok Sabha,
was also levied with a fine of Rs
50,000.

CBI charges Congress's
Jagdish Tytler with
murder in 1984 anti-
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murder in 1984 anti-
sikh riots case
According to the CBI, Tytler is accused
of instigating a mob to attack Sikhs
near Gurudwara Pul Bangash in Delhi,
resulting in the deaths of three Sikh
individuals and the burning of the
Gurudwara
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FMGE 2023 will be conducted on 30 July
and the result is expected to be declared on
30 August

Three years of
National Education
Policy 2020: How DU
has re-crafted its

curriculum to create future-ready
students
Delhi University, in the first phase, has
implemented NEP 2020 at the
undergraduate level, and preparations are
now underway for the next phase

Govt to release two
commemorative coins
of Rs 100 and Rs 75 to
mark India's G20

presidency
According to a gazette notification issued on
July 24, the commemorative Rs 100 coin will
bear the Lion Capitol of Ashoka Pillar in the
centre with the legend Satyamev Jayate in
Devnagari on its obverse side.

Will we see a desi in
the White House? The
3 Indian-Americans
vying for 2024

The US presidential elections are a year
away but the race is heating up. Among the
many contenders are three Indian-
Americans – Nikki Haley, the former
governor and US ambassador to the UN,
Vivek Ramaswamy, a tech entrepreneur,
and now Hirsh Vardhan Singh, the only
‘pureblood candidate'

BJP Chief JP Nadda
holds core committee
meeting in Jaipur
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meeting in Jaipur
Earlier this week, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi said that the 'red
diary' will reveal secrets that would ruin
Congress in the upcoming polls

Is Ajit Pawar going to
be Maharashtra’s next
CM?
Maharashtra deputy CM

Devendra Fadnavis has rebuffed the
speculations of Ajit Pawar replacing Eknath
Shinde as the CM. His remarks came after
Congress’ Prithviraj Chavan predicted a
change of guard by 10 August. Despite the
state government’s denials, why have
rumours continued to surface?

Donald Trump wants
to see Joe Biden
impeached, and other
Republicans are quick

to pile on
House Republicans in various committees
are probing the Bidens and suggesting the
president may have been aware or involved
in his son Hunter Biden’s work, particularly
when the younger Biden served on the board
of the Ukrainian energy firm Burisma.
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