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CHANDIGARH: Not only doctors, but even security staff at PGI will be taking care of your health from next week, as those

found smoking at patient-movement areas of the health institute will be fined Rs 200. To make PGI a smoke-free zone,

designated security officers at the PGI will start issuing challans to those caught smoking. The UT administration has

authorized the PGI to challan anyone for smoking under the Cigarette and Other Tobacco Products Act (Copta). "We have got

the approval from UT administration. From next week, three officers will be moving around to check violations," said PC

Sharma, chief security officer, PGI. The institute had been collecting bidis and cigarettes from visitors to curb the habit. "We

have so far seized seven quintals of bidis and cigarettes. They all will be destroyed in the incinerator," Sharma said.

PGI has installed 48 CCTV cameras which will facilitate the challaning. This is not the first time that the PGI has tried to curb

smoking on its premises. In 2009, it was proposed that PGI doctors must be authorized to check people smoking in the

institute's vicinity. Though the matter remained on papers, the idea was to mobilize people working in the community and

share the responsibility with police in issuing challans to violators
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