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'Parties Unwilling To Include Tobacco Control In Manifestos'

'Parties unwilling to include
tobacco control in manifestos'
Thiruvananthapuram, April 2 (IANS) Medico-legal experts here have cried foul over the
absence of intent betrayed by political parties in their manifestos for the Lok Sabha polls,
when it comes to tackling the perils of tobacco use. The irony, experts say, is that while
the manifestos make bombastic promises such as focus on preventive rather than curative
measures, health security for all and health for all families/habitations, no party has come
forward to address the critical issue. 'A look at the poll manifestos of leading parties in the
Lok Sabha elections from 2004 - the year in which India ratified the World Health
Organisation's Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) - shows that none of
them has the political will to remedy this health malady,' said eminent oncologist M.
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Thiruvananthapuram, April 2 (IANS) Medico-legal experts here have cried foul over the
absence of intent betrayed by political parties in their manifestos for the Lok Sabha polls,
when it comes to tackling the perils of tobacco use.

The irony, experts say, is that while the manifestos make bombastic promises such as
focus on preventive rather than curative measures, health security for all and health for all
families/habitations, no party has come forward to address the critical issue.
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Maharashtra:

Maharashtra: Coaching institute accused of running grooming ring, forcing minor
Hindu girls to wear burka, convert

Maharashtra:

Delhi traffic cop slaps Rs 5,000 fine on Korean man without receipt; here's what
happened next

"A look at the poll manifestos of leading parties in the Lok Sabha elections from 2004 - the
year in which India ratified the World Health Organisation's Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) - shows that none of them has the political will to remedy this
health malady," said eminent oncologist M. Krishnan Nair.

Nair, who is also founder director of Regional Cancer Centre here, said tobacco causes
one million deaths in India annually.

The rate of cancers caused by tobacco use is 40 percent in men and 15-20 percent
among women, he said, pointing out that political parties have not taken up seriously this
issue dealing with preventable public health.

He also exhorted political parties to sincerely consider inclusion of issues related to
greater public good, such as tobacco control, and added that medical resources are
already being severely stretched.

Nair said there is now one doctor serving 1,800 people as against the WHO guideline of
one doctor for 1,600.

"There is a resource gap of approximately 1.4 million doctors and 2.8 million nurses.
Hospital bed density in India is significantly short of WHO guidelines of 3.511 per 1,000
patients. Collective will is required to limit preventable tobacco-induced diseases and save
our medical resources for more genuine needs," he added.

Justice (retd) D. Sreedevi, former chairperson of the Kerala Women's Commission, said
tobacco use was not just a public health issue, but also a matter of social injustice.

"Macro-economic policy changes through measures such as higher tobacco taxes coupled
with no-holds-barred implementation of Indian tobacco control law, COTPA, to protect
youth from tobacco initiation are needed in earnest. This intent is not reflected in the poll
manifestos of any political party," said the retired judge.

Veteran journalist Leela Menon said the media has rightly highlighted the harms caused
by tobacco use and pointed out to the need for multiple efforts to bring down its use and
resultant diseases

"It is interesting to note that in spite of the wide media pressure, none of the political
parties has thought it fit to come out in open support of this cause," she said..

"Political parties do not seem interested in people's health or welfare. Instead, they are
only interested in generating votes," said Menon.

This story has not been edited by Firstpost staff and is generated by auto-feed.
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ALSO READ

Mumbai: Man befriends woman PUBG player, rapes
her on pretext of marriage; held
The accused and the woman met online at the end of 2020 and later she joined the event
management firm.

Bengaluru Horror: School principal 'rapes' dyslexic
10-year-old student at home
A police officer said when the Class 2 student returned home from school on Thursday, her
mother noticed that she was bleeding from her private parts
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Bizarre from Bihar's Buxar: Man keeps wife sedated
for 8 months to keep up affair with sister in law
The accused supposedly administered medications and injections that caused significant
damage to her health, including loss of eyesight and severe mental deterioration

‘Sex is cool, but Putin’s
death better': Russian
woman fined for text on
tote bag
The woman, identified as Aleksandra,
was requested to pay 30,000 rubles
(approximately 25,872 Rupees) on
grounds of 'discrediting' the Russian
military

Gyanvapi survey resumes
on day three, mosque
committee threatens
boycott over 'rumours'
Meanwhile, the Muslim party warned
that they would withdraw from the entire
process if there is any dissemination of
"rumors" suggesting the discovery of
Hindu religious symbols and artifacts

WhatsApp group admin
held in UP's Bhadohi for
derogatory comment
against CM Adityanath
Kotwali Police Station SHO Ajay Kumar
Seth said a comment against UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had gone viral
on social media on August 4

BJP MP from Etawah gets
2 yr jail for thrashing
Torrent staff, disqualified
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Torrent staff, disqualified
The former Minister of State for Human
Resource Development, who now faces
disqualification from the Lok Sabha,
was also levied with a fine of Rs
50,000.

CBI charges Congress's
Jagdish Tytler with
murder in 1984 anti-
sikh riots case
According to the CBI, Tytler is accused
of instigating a mob to attack Sikhs
near Gurudwara Pul Bangash in Delhi,
resulting in the deaths of three Sikh
individuals and the burning of the
Gurudwara

Maharashtra:
Coaching institute
accused of running
grooming ring, forcing

minor Hindu girls to wear burka,
convert
The situation turned sinister when the tution
teacher allowed boys from her community to
attend the tuition classes, urging the Hindu
girls to befriend them and speak only in
Hindi. The victim stated that the boys had no
connection to the tuition

Delhi traffic cop slaps
Rs 5,000 fine on
Korean man without
receipt; here's what

happened next
A video of the cop asking for money from the
Korean man is being widely circulated on
social media. After the matter came into the
limelight and was discussed on social media,
the Delhi Police immediately suspended the
errant cop

Who is Anju? Indian
married woman weds
Facebook friend in
Pakistan, converts to

Islam
Anju, 34, was living in Rajasthan’s Alwar
with her husband Arvind and their two
children. The data-entry operator travelled
legally to Pakistan to meet Nasrulla – with
whom she became friends on Facebook in
2019. The news comes a day after Nasrulla
denied any intentions of marrying Anju

5

RELATED

ARTICLES

RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.firstpost.com/india/bjp-mp-from-etawah-gets-2-yr-jail-for-thrashing-torrent-staff-disqualified-12963672.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/cbi-charges-congresss-jagdish-tytler-with-murder-in-1984-anti-sikh-riots-case-12962532.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/maharashtra-coaching-institute-accused-of-running-grooming-ring-forcing-minor-hindu-girls-to-wear-burka-convert-12940192.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/delhi-traffic-cop-slaps-rs-5000-fine-on-korean-man-without-receipt-heres-what-happened-next-12906072.html
https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/who-is-anju-indian-married-woman-weds-facebook-friend-in-pakistan-converts-to-islam-12914632.html


Assam man out from
jail kills wife, in-laws
for not letting him
meet 9-month old son

The duo became friends on Facebook during
the nationwide lockdown in 2020 following
which they got married and eloped to
Kolkata

New Exposé in Islamia
University Bahawalpur
drug racket: Pak
Federal Minister's son

integral part of scandal
Police nabbed finance director of the
university, Abu Bakar and Transport
Incharge, Muhammad Altaf. A total of three
staff members of Islamia University
Bahawalpur have been detained

Malviya Nagar Murder:
Accused planned
murder 3 days ago,
knew victim's

schedule
Officials said that the accused, Irfan, who
wanted to marry the victim, Nargis, had
planned the murder three days ago and was
well-acquainted with her schedule

What is ghostlighting
that is leaving people
heartbroken?
People are having trust

issues because of a new, unpleasant dating
trend. Ghostlighting is the act of ghosting
someone, then reappearing to gaslight about
why they ghosted you
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