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Delhi gutkha ban: implementation is key
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Legal loopholes, entry from other States pose challenge
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The Delhi government’s ban all forms of chewable tobacco, effective from Monday, is a well-intentioned move
to safeguard the health of people, but its success lies in how effectively the ban is enforced.

A Delhi government notification says the manufacture, storage, distribution or sale of tobacco that is
flavoured, scented or mixed with any additives going by the name of gutkha , paan masala , flavoured tobacco,
or kharra is prohibited for one year.

In September 2012, after a series of directions from the Supreme Court to ban gutkha in the city, shops had
started selling raw tobacco and betel-nut in separate pouches, defeating the purpose of the ban.

“The authorities check for a couple of days, the cops make some money, then it’s back to square one,” said a
paan shop owner, questioning why the government is not banning cigarettes, which have tobacco and are
equally a health hazard.

Several paan-wallahs felt bans don’t work in India.
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“Already, many sellers are stocking up products in anticipation of checking by the law enforcement agencies
from Monday. Basically, bans only serve to increase kaalabazaari (black-marketing),’ said one. Ghanshyam,
another paan -seller, said: “Kneejerk bans will not work. Tobacco farming has not been banned. Cigarettes are
not banned.

“Just banning chewing or smokeless tobacco is not going to help. In the past, too, when the gutkha ban
happened companies started giving tobacco and supari in separate packs.”

While the Delhi government has set up teams comprising police and Health Department officials to conduct
surprise inspections and initiate health awareness campaigns, chewable tobacco companies are likely to find
some loophole to beat the ban, said consumers.

Ramprasad, who works as a security guard, while appreciating the government’s concern for people’s health as
good, said: “As long as I get it in shops — even at a higher price — nothing will stop me from chewing tobacco.
Tobacco will find its way to shops in Delhi from nearby States.”

High prevalence A report released in December by the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention and the
National Cancer Institute found that users in India and Bangladesh make up 80 per cent of the total
smokeless tobacco users in the world.

In the past , tobacco industry lobbyists have protested against selective bans on products, pointing out to jobs
losses for workers and farmers engaged in the cultivation of tobacco.

Related Topics

 COMMENT NOW   

 COMMENTS SHARE
Published on March 29,
2015

Tobacco (Commodity) / Delhi

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/topic/tobacco-commodity/
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/topic/delhi/


playstore apple

Trending on thehindubusinessline.com

The Hindu Businessline

Contact us

Group News Sites

Other Products

Popular Sections

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobstac.thehindubusinessline&hl=en_IN&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/business-line-for-iphone/id855182339


Trending on our Group sites

  

Copyright© 2023, THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD. or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.

Digital Personal Data Protection Bill tabled in Lok Sabha 

Godrej Properties prepared to buy back all units in contaminated Gurgaon building 

Tesla leases space in Pune for its first office in India 

BPCL to sell ONGC’s Mumbai Offshore crude oil 

RBI approves amalgamation of Navanirman Co-op Urban Bank with Rajadhani Co-op Urban Bank 

Haryana communal violence | Hundreds flee Gurugram slum cluster 

Manipur HC directs status quo be maintained at mass burial site 

Has police inaction and administrative failure fuelled the communal clashes in Haryana’s Nuh? 

What is really behind the violence in Manipur? 

Australian Open: Mithun learns from losses, topples former World Champion Yew 

Privacy Policy Terms & conditions/
BACK TO
TOP

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/digital-personal-data-protection-bill-tabled-in-lok-sabha/article67153760.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/real-estate/godrej-properties-june-quarter-net-profit-soars-delayed-launches-hit-bookings/article67149311.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/tesla-leases-space-in-pune-for-its-first-office-in-india/article67149892.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/bpcl-to-sell-ongcs-mumbai-offshore-crude-oil/article67153447.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/rbi-approves-amalgamation-of-navanirman-co-op-urban-bank-with-rajadhani-co-op-urban-bank/article67150740.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/haryana-communal-violence-hundreds-flee-gurugram-slum-cluster/article67151346.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/manipur-violence-hc-directs-status-quo-be-maintained-at-mass-burial-site/article67152793.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/news/nuh-communal-clashes-haryana-violence-bajrang-dal-vhp-yatra/article67151348.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/news/what-is-really-behind-the-violence-in-manipur/article66820969.ece
https://sportstar.thehindu.com/badminton/mithun-manjunath-beats-former-world-champion-loh-kean-yew-australian-open-vimal-kumar-kidambi-srikanth/article67151381.ece
https://www.facebook.com/TheHinduBusinessLine
https://twitter.com/businessline
https://www.instagram.com/hindu_businessline/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/business-line-aka-the-hindu-business-line?trk=biz-companies-cym
https://www.youtube.com/user/HinduBusinessLine
https://open.spotify.com/show/0dT640TEOm9S2ThjMpTCnV
https://www.thehindugroup.com/privacy.html
https://www.thehindugroup.com/termsofuse.html

	Delhi gutkha ban: implementation is key
	Legal loopholes, entry from other States pose challenge
	Related Topics
	The Hindu Businessline
	Contact us
	Group News Sites
	Other Products
	Popular Sections
	Trending on thehindubusinessline.com
	Trending on our Group sites



