
A meeting of the senior officers of the district held here on Monday decided to strictly implement the laws restricting the use
and sale of tobacco products in the region.

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production,
Supply and Distribution) Act (COTPA 2003) will be enforced as part of making Malappuram tobacco-free.

Additional District Magistrate P. Muraleedharan, who chaired over the meeting, sought the cooperation of the departments of
police, education, excise, and food safety to implement the laws.

The sale of tobacco products will not be permitted within 91.4 metres (100 yards) of educational institutions in the State.

“None but we are to be blamed if the sale of tobacco products continues within 100 yards of our educational institutions,” said
Deputy Director of Prosecution V.C. Ismail.

Explaining COTPA 2003, Mr. Ismail said all gazetted officers were empowered to take action against smoking in offices.
Offering full support of the judiciary for implementing anti-tobacco laws in the district, Mr. Ismail said enforcing officials
should be given awareness against the misuse of the laws.

Welcoming the gathering, District Medical Officer V. Ummer Farook said the COTPA campaign would target the younger
generation.

“We have elaborate plans to conduct awareness programmes centering educational institutions,” Dr. Farook said, adding the
work of the school protection committees would be strengthened.

Making a presentation on the dangers of tobacco, Deputy District Medical Officer R. Renuka warned that by 2020, tobacco
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would become the biggest killer in the world. P.K. Raju, technical assistant of the Health Department, Thiruvananthapuram,
said most educational institutions in the State had failed to display the mandatory anti-tobacco messages.

Disproving the claim of the Director of Public Instructions (DPI) that all schools had the mandatory protection committees,
Mr. Raju said very few schools had constituted such panels. Deputy District Medical Officers Mohammed Ismail and Nuna
Marja, technical assistant M. Velayudhan, and deputy mass media officer K.P. Sadik Ali spoke.

COTPA campaign to target younger generation

Awareness programmes planned
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